
 

One Montgomery Street Suite 2375 San Francisco CA 94104 
 

 

January 20, 2014 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE: Replacement of  lost capacity from San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station  

 

 

Dear Governor Brown,  

 

We, the undersigned leaders of the cleantech industry, thank you for making climate 

solutions and clean technology priorities of your administration. Under your leadership, 

California’s reputation has grown as a clean energy success story. Our state’s developing 

clean energy economy is due in large part to policies you established, which are driving 

innovation, creating jobs and stimulating investments as well as fueling the state’s recovery. 

 

We are concerned that this legacy—improvements to the economy, clean tech innovation, 

and progress on climate—may be in danger.  State agencies analyzing how to replace power 

for the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), a 100% carbon-free facility, are 

considering allowing new fossil fuel plants to be built for a large part of that power.  We 

believe this would be a step backwards for climate, clean tech and the California economy.  

 

Replacing SONGS with new natural gas would be a missed opportunity to showcase the 

clean technologies coming out of California, which are fully capable of solving this decrease 

in generation capacity without using fossil fuels.  Through renewables, energy efficiency, 

demand response and other smart grid technologies, California can meet all its future 

energy needs with clean resources.  Choosing to build large new natural gas plants, on the 

other hand, would undermine California’s leadership position in tackling climate change in 

an economy-friendly manner. 

 

The CPUC just made a historic decision--to procure 1,325 MW of energy storage by 2020. 

Rooftop solar is witnessing explosive growth, while utilities are on track to surpass their 

obligations under the renewable portfolio standard with numerous successful utility-scale 

renewable projects. These are just a few examples that demonstrate how landmark 

California policies, coupled with classic California innovation, can make fossil fuels 

unnecessary. Going forward, we can avoid building new gas plants as we show the world 

our leadership by using clean technology that exists today.  

 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration of our vision for California’s future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nancy E. Pfund 

Managing Partner, DBL Investors 
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Robert Davenport III 

Managing Partner, Brightpath Capital 

Partners LP 

 

Rachel Sheinbein 

Venture Investor 

 

John Fisher 

Managing Director, Draper Fisher 

Jurvetson 

 

Steve Westly 

Managing Partner, Westly Group 

 

Steve Vassallo 

General Partner, Foundation Capital 

 

Antonio Gracias 

CEO, Valor Equity Partners 

 

Steven Parry 

Board Chair and Founding Investor at 

Grenville Strategic Royalty Corp 

 

Raj Atluru 

Partner, Silver Lake Kraftwerk 

 

Rick Brown Ph.D 

President, TerraVerde Renewable 

Partners 

 

Peter Shannon 

Managing Partner, Firelake Capital 

 

David Buzby 

CEO, Bright Plain Renewable Energy 

 

Lyndon Rive 

CEO and Co-Founder, SolarCity 

 

Edward Fenster 

Co-CEO, SunRun 

 

Andrew Birch 

CEO & Co-Founder, Sungevity 

 

Randy Bishop 

CEO and Co-Founder, Verengo Inc. 

 

Ken Button 

President and Co-Founder, Verengo Inc. 

 

Dan Shugar 

CEO, NEXTracker 

 

Paul J. Gaynor 

CEO, FirstWind 

 

Bud Collins 

President, A123 Energy 

 

Tad Glauthier 

Vice President, Stem 

 

Aaron Fyke, PE 

Founder and CEO, Energy Chache, Inc. 

 

Christiaan Beekhuis 

CEO, Gridtential Energy, Inc. 

 

Vic Shao 

CEO, Green Charge Networks 

 

James L. Doyle III 

President, Panasonic Eco Solutions North 

America 

 

Steve Crane, Ph.D. 

CEO and Co-Founder, LightSail Energy 

 

Shelley Keltner 

CEO, LEED AP, PDE Total Energy 

Solutions 

 

Guy Frankenfield 

Manager, TES & Biofuels, DN Tanks 

 

Brad Meikle 

Meikle Capital and Renewable Analytics 
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cc:  

Clifford Rechtschaffen 

 Ken Alex 

 Nancy McFadden 

 Michael Picker 

President Michael Peevey 

 Commissioner Robert Weisenmiller 

 Commissioner Mike Florio 

 Chairman Mary Nichols 


